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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST. PETERSBURG
Faculty Senate Meeting
Friday August 22, 2008
Library Conference Room
Present:

David Carr, Margaret Hewitt, Tom Carter, Larry Johnson, Patricia Pettijohn,
Philip Trocchia, Bri Reck, and Melanie Ann Riedinger-Whitmore

Guests:

Karen White and Noreen Noonan

1,
Chair Margaret Hewitt called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.
2.
We elected David Carr as chair for the upcoming year.
3.
David Carr announced that future agenda items would include research grant
application procedures and SACS assessment issues (the last in our next meeting).
4.
We approved the previous meeting's minutes and reaffirmed all earlier straw votes
(Bri Reck as vice chair, Tom Carter as secretary).
5.
The committee on committees will consist of Phil Trocchia (COB), Melanie Ann
Riedinger-Whitmore (CAS), Larry Johnson (COE), and Patricia Pettijohn (LIB).
6.
We discussed the faculty awards ceremony and merging it with the faculty
convocation.
7.
We are evidently happy with the relationship between the senate and the
chancellor's and provost's offices.
8.
Our Spring 2009 meeting will be at 11:00 AM on Fridays. David will look at the
calendar and tell us more later.
9.
We discussed SACSy things with Karen White and Noreen Noonan. The
discussion included the costs and value of assessment and methods of assessment
including national standardized exams.
10.
Dr. Noonan talked about the need for standardized assessment from ETS to
comply with SACS accreditation standards. Dr. Noonan also stated that the final exam
schedule has been altered to allow all finals to be three hours in length instead of the
length of the regular class period. The schedule will be available on OASIS when the
drop/add period is over.
11.
Online courses were discussed. Discussion of or seminar on online teaching will
be scheduled for later in the semester.
12.
Karen White asked us to please inform individuals that funding may be available
for some projects such as, building and construction, but not others, due to the realities of
state legislation.
13.
Future topics for faculty senate include:
• SACS (Ernie Gonzalez).
• Online courses – disciplines and courses that are and are not amenable to online
instruction; how to improve quality of online courses.
• Research grant electronic form application procedures (Pat Scott).

